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THE REIGN OF 
KING HUMBUG 

When People Submit To 
Being Duped Th^ Ob- 
struct Progress 



MM Ud law, as well as medicine, art 
and the drama, are veneered all 
with the mysticism of clerical 1 
foozle-dom. 

Crcedniakers and lawmakers always 
understand each other's winks, 
day. i he i irh make tl ■ laws and they 
jre only ma.l.i to be broken. There Ig 
little . r no law for a moneyless man. 

§0 urn raucously corrupt and delin- 
quent are courts of Justice, that com- 
munities, made desperate by their re- 



Law Should Be Based on Human Rights and 
Not Upon Alleged Divine Rights- 
Remedy Lies With the People 
For All Wrongs They 
Experience. 



ADDRESS DELIVERED IN 
CONGREGATIONAL CHI 



BY DR. J. 

A disappointed painter once said: 
"Well, as I can't sell any good pic- 
tures. I'm going lo paint daubs, and 
see how they go." 

He carried out his purpose, let his 
hair and beard grow, talked stagy, act- 
ed eccentrically, and was Boon a suc- 
cess. All the public wants is to be 
fool*] and amused; then It will give 
you Its patronage, Join your church, 
or follow you .off. 

One night, last spring, down on my 
corner, a man was stationed with a 
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let. Excepting myself, he did not get 
a patron. Presently, an Italian came 
along wlt.i an organ and monkey. He 
soon attracted a crowd which freely 
contributed pennies and larger sums. 
I made a contract with the astrono- 
mer for ten minutes" use of his lele- 



and monk moved on, I addressed the 
crowd thusly: 

Wonderful views of Mars, the only 
Inhabited planet besides the earth. 
Take a view of the. great planet with 
whose inhabitants we may soon be 
talking. Price for looking only one 
cent, reduced from ten cents. Pamph- 
let describing Mars given free. Walk 
up! Walk up!" 

This I repeated over and over again. 
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In the crowd would give a penny to 
see Mars, and they were Intelligent 
appearing people too. What Is to be 
■ lone with a man to get him to think, 
who will give five cents to see a trick 
monkey, an animal he has seen a 
thousand times, and who won't give 
a penny to see the planet Mars, watch 

I give this illustration to show the 
up hill work ot the reformer and edu- 
cator, and how very hard It Is to In- 
duce people of all 
study and 
lines. 
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simply revel In b.-lug humbugged. 
Hlght . . .v is Hie great stumblin, 
bloc k lo all reform. Mankind is so 
gullible In so many small ways, and 
in bo many large ways that his 
thoughts inPrcsts and energies are 



full stomaci the average man Is sat- 

isfled. 

There is a reason for this, and why 
is It so? The natural bent of tha 
mind Of man is toward reason and 
profession. Why. then. Is it so hard 
to get him to think and reason, even 
«l:, n ■« has a good education for a 

I will tell you why. His young Im- 
pressionable brain is humbugged 
right at the start. It Is Inoculated 
with faith and prayer, and filled with 
signs, wonders, prejudices and fears. 
All the fatastlcal fallacies, and mud- 
dle-headed mysticisms of the church 
are engraven on the clean white page 
of the child's mind, there to remain 
forever, and obstruct its reasoning 
powers. It grows up In the habit of 
trusting In prayer and doubtling Us 
senses. The love of nature, truth and 
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reason Is misguided by the rhapsodies 
of religion, and nothing Is harder 
than lo take a long established belief 
from the mind and insert an entirely 
different one. \lne-tonths of all the 
humbuggery in the world begins with 
the preacher and tLe priest, whose 
business It is ts erect great corpora- 
», organized for the purpose of 
Erecting, deceiving and cheating 
Kind. In order tha 
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smaller and 
I may aa well begin by 
of— 

Th e Humbug of the Law. 

yers make most of the laws. 
Their business is supposed to consist 
the laws they make. In 
heir Buccesa depends upon 
the laws that they make. Law 
is the most uncertain of all tiling!, 
There Is absolutely nothing certain 
>out It except the expense, 
lawyers rarely go to law, on the 
me principle I guess, that doctors 
rely take their own medicine, and 
that preachers rarely practice what 
they preach. 

Some great lawyer, il was. wno left 
all his money to the support of an 
asylum for fools and luntatlcs, saying, 
hat from such he got it, and to such 
he would bequeath It. 

It would be unfair both to the law 
and lawyers to condemn them alto- 
gether for the humbuggery that is in 
them. As long as people want to be 
humbugged, there will be lawyers, ami 
some others, as well, to do It. The 
fault Is right in the start. Credulity 
human attribute. The preacher 
and priest take advantage of the 
Ignorance and credulity of the child, 
and set him swimming In the stream 
of life— a sucker to become the prey 
of every book. 

haw ts a human necessity. There 
can be no government without It. 
Many lawyers are the noblest of men 
and truest of patriots. The glory ot 
this country, is best reflected, I be- 
lieve. In the hrilhincy of its great legal 
minds. 

Bui all this, notwlthatandlng, the 
w Is full of humbuggery, and the 
ofession full of humbugs. It Is a 
ibject so great, that It should be a 
cture within Itself. 
In the first place the laws of all 
civilized governments are based not 
i . but upon divine rights. 

justice, but upon 
of the 

governed, but upon the choice of king, 
priest and monopolist. 

if the Grace of God," starts 
off each proclamation from the throne, 
in the name of God, Amen!" starts 
off our wills. A witness takes the 
oath, not upon his honor, but with. 
"So help me God." 

The Supreme Court of the United 
Stales has declared this to be a Chris- 
tian natoon, notwithstanding the 
presence of millions of Jewa. Freo- 



lio than to tell the truth, 
statom, tit about rourts and politicians 
was more apt to get a man into trou- 
ble than If he lied outright 

The great wonder is, not that there 
is an occasional rourt house riot, and 
lynching, and anarchistic outbreaks 
and Drake committees, but that there 
is not more of them. 

We are taught that we should have 
a "sacred regard" for law and order. 
This is the great hue and cry of hum- 
bug |K)lltlcians, humhug preachers 
and humbug editors. Order Is always 
law, but law is not always order. 
There maye be no, greater tyrant than 
the law. There can be 
anarchistic than the law. 
has advanced Just as it has been 
able to repeal two-thirds of all the 

Courts of Justice, or rather Injustice, 
all over the land, are simply rotten. 
They have even the lawyers cowed. 
Honest attorneys. If they be poor, fear 
lo say anything, knowing that if they 
should have a case come before a cer- 
tain court, the decisions would go 
against him. 

More and more the powers of gov- 
rnment are encroaching upon the sov- 
relgnty of the people. Aristocracy 
insliiuoiisly using the law to fortify 
(id strengthen Itself. Big armories 
re being erected in every city. The 
anding army is being Increased. In 
few monlhs every male citizen be- 
ages of 21 and 45 will be a 
soldier of the V. S. army. He will be 
a soldier not only wlthtiit any say of 
< at ' <v u kiio wlng- 
that he is a soldier, or thjat such a law 
exists in this land of thogull, and the 
home of the gulled. 

A book the size of the Bible is large 
enough to contain all the laws necesa 
sary for the government of men all 
over the world; but each state of this 
union, alone, has enough laws to fill 
a freight car. 

Owta| to the selfishness, greed and 
cruelty in human nature, we must 
have law and government; but we 
should have as little as possible. The 
■Mat humbuggery in law Is that man- 
kind Is being burdened with as much 
law as possible. 

When one stops to think of all the 
complexity, bias, trickery. XaMlli 
Injustice and humbuggery of the law. 
he is compelled to cry out with Burns; 

A fig! for those by law protected! 

Liberty's a glorious feast; 
Courts for cowards were erected, 

Churches built to please the priest. 

The Humbug of the Prsaa. 

The Press should be the exclusive 
literature of the million. To them it 
s< ould not only be news, but science 
literature, history church and college, 
for in all these the people are as much 
Interested as in news. 

In a way. It does assume to repre- 
sent all theae: but unfortunately its 
cast of thought is sicklied o'er with 
the same pale coat of mythical moon- 
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now furnish the brains for our great there Is in It, is public, and right out 
newspapers, were free to use them as In the open, 
their conscience dictates, there would Tue theater i s not always what it 
be a big leap forward In municipal should be, bul one thiaf you may ob-| 
and all other reform. 

Hut the toadying to money, office, 
fashion ami power, ratuer than to 
honesty, achievement. merit and 
brains, and Its disposition to adver- 
tise crime and scatter scandal anil 
pi > ad moral mildew, places the press 
in the first row of the ranks of hum- 
buggery. 

•cently the whole country was 



church. People will pay I 
to hear a good play, who will not 
listen to a sermon free of charge. 
Why? Because at the theater, their 
better being Is newly aroused with 
smiles and laughter and pity and 
tears. They approve the good an d 



worshipping barbarians of the West. 

A big publishing house whose busi- 
ness it is to puff the books It prints; 
launches a Daw and worthless piece of 
fiction on the market. Very soon all 
the gulllbles hear of It. and rush 
right off to buy the latest book. They 
have heard of Emerson's Essays all 
Qtotf Uvea, but never ooadd ba Mm* 
to read them. 



resident daughter, "Princess Alice.' 
to queen in all the world was ever 
given such public flattery. The liter- 
ary genius of the whole world, for 
the last five years has not received 
equal mention. European snobbery 
was out snobbed. 

Miss Roosevelt was a good girl, no 
doubt, and it is not her fault that the 
press made a monkey of Itself. 

humbuggery consisted in giving 
ast $11111,0011,000 advertising space 
lo this ordinary girl, who has acuieved 
nothing, fed nevor said one word that 
would dl.stingulsh her; while other 
Mills of her age, with the disadvant 
age of p< verty and family obscurity, 
have won reputations on the stage, or 
with pen and brush, and have gone 



aa an educator and as a moral In- 
fluence. The church, which has 
always condemned It, at last Is com- 
pelled to imitate it. It Is in the 
memory of many present, when an 
organ was considered an instrument 
of the devil, and not allowed in the 
church. Hut finally they MMptod 'he 
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in a recent paper. I observed that a 
New York preacher had adopted 
vaudeville. declaring that if he 
couldn't get people to come to church 
one way he would In another. 

Why is the church drifting toward 
t.io drama? Because the clergy per- 
ceive at last that It is natural, and 
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place among the ordinary, and his 
daughter among the obscurities. 

The most Important matters to be 
found in the press today are report* 
>f murders, rapes, .scandals, sermons, 
hangings ami fashionable weddings. 
The editors claim these to be jtistifi 
> because the people are mostly 
rested in them and want them. 

Well, thoro is some truth In this. It 
takes a certain amount of the gullible 
to feed the gulls. If there wasn't a de- 
mand for humbuggery. the press 
wouldn't Invest. 

Still whenever the press talks about 
itself, It boasts of Its moral and edu- 
cative influence, and of its uplifting 
and progressive 
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This is 



: thi whole. I 
about the mercenary capitalistic press 
which cringes to clericalism, sells out 
to bosslsm. and grafts Itself to graft; 
which will advertise any He, cure or 
gold brick scheme, meant to fleece 
the Ignorant and credulous, thereby 
becoming a party to the 
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All the great impels of both parties 
with a few grand exceptions are the 
slave* of capitalism and Oft "co" 
I mean clericalism, without which, 
capitalism could not long survive. The 
church Is one of the greatest of class 
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peeing it. 

The press, generally speaking, has 
MMNM a c<dd-bl.M..ied. money-making 
instil nrton. Today its managing en- 
tors, editorial writers and correspond- 
ents are mere mouth peiees of their 
masters-the varleal slaves; crawling 
lick soiitlois of capitalism, clericalism 



n to de- 
fend It. If a young man should hap- 
pen to commit some disgraceful act. 
they Immediately peer into fits family, 
and the name of his sister, who may- 
be a school teacher, or public person- 
age, and those of the honorable 
father and mother, heart broken over 
the act, must be dragged before the 
public gaze: and seemingly, there is 
no recourse to this heartless Invasion 
of the home and cruel somatization 
of the Innocent. 

There are papers to be seen on 
every hand which boast of being 
•'clean sheets." which wade neck deep 
in the recital of scandal and crime, 
and are as big humbugs thems. iv. s, 
as the swindles they advertise. 

Next in Importance to the commer- 
cial press, in influence, is the religi 
oils press; every big and little church 
society has Its paper. They are 
meant to hold the grown-up child true 
to the faith, and keep It In the mould 
of mysticism uj which its Infant brain I to ma 
was s'-.aped. Tuey, too, contain quack where 
ad\ ertis. -meets of swindling schemes. 
All one has to do to note the humbug 
gery In them, Is lo observe the web Of 
superstition and of ancient falsehood 
woven through some nice moral talk 
and news of the day. When it BOW I I 
lo dealing with truth and dctnonstrat 
ed fact, they are far more unreliable 
than the commercial press. 

Humbug of the Drama. 
A passion for the dramatic art Is 
Inherent in the nature of man He 
cans,, people naturally prefer it 
church has always condemned it. 
Bible is the book of the priest; 
drama is the book of the people; and 
show tue if you can. wherein the pries' 
er approved anything that is natur- 



hat |K)isons the atmos- 
phere of the church. 

The drama has not only Its immoral 
elements, but some of the cheapest 
kind of humbuggery. There are peo 
pie who run to it to imbibe the morbid 
and sensational, like some others run 



Here is a foolish young society 
the wife of a Chlcar''. 
bunker, wit* 




Art is just beginning to escape from 
the depressing gloom of ecclesiasti 
clsm. For many centuries the church 

color technique and design Is not to 
be disputed. Hut all the value they 
have today is the aid they may be to 
the student. It Is a pily that so much 
genius was expended on (he glorifica- 
tion of royal and religious brutes. All 
the use or good In most of it, from the 
subject view-point, was to keep alive 
kingcraft and priestcraft. 

The Catholic Church, sleek in the 
knowledge of the advertiser's art, has 
the whide world worked up to the be- 
lief thai its sacred daubs are priceless 
treasures. And the world believes It; 
and American suckers, like Plerpont 
Morgan, who know as much about art 
as they know about Her bar! Spencer 
and the social problems are getting 
fleeced right along; and this Is how It 
Is done. 

Here comes across the Atlantic a 
painter with a painting as big as the 
side of a barn, entitled "Christ Hefore 
Pilate." This painter Is hired by the 
year by a shrewd picture dealer, who 
Is skilled in the trick of advertising, 
and who knows how to gull the pub- 
lic. He sets all the papers talking 
about the great picture and the fame 
of the great painter. 

Munkascy is brought up the bay. 
like Prince Henry, in a special steam- 
er, with a champagne lunch In the 
saloon. His press agents boom him. 
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le gospel, because the picture la 
Biblical subject, you know; then 
•o the press, and then to 



about. 

goes, and she finds' a way of doing it. 
In playing and acting. 

She evinces no part.cular talents, 
and cannot read her lines intelligent- 




icising it 



has 



ly. But s 



• hire 



n il. I 



elf f 



r In i 



puff. puff, puffing every foolish act sue 
mmits. and every foolish word she 
ters. Finally she closes an engage- 
ent with a manager, goes off to 
study and-pla.v a little, and the next 
she flaunts her skirts In the pub- 
face In a grand apotheosis of 
humbug. 

And she makes money. People who 
love to be gulled will go to see her 
because she is a society woman, and 
has passed through one or more scan- 

it an engagement, 
commonplace burleaqne 



nothing tfl do ' r 
the advertising agent. Finally, some 
millionaire, who made his millions 
brewing beer or selling hogs, buys it 
at a fabulous price, and that Is the 
last you hear of it. 

This la the humbuggery. by which 
more HUM half of the great so-called 
masterpieces are put on the market. 
For a woman artist to gain recogni- 
tion in Europe, whether she be paint- 
er, singer or actress, she Is compelled 
to prostitute herself to some old roue 
like the King of Belgium. 

When 1 was in Europe. I saw the 
originals of all the great masters of 
th< pant. I estimate that I walked past 
fifty miles of consumptive looking 
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She sues him, and after a trial, mixed 
with much scandal, receives heavy 
daman s. She Is immediately a star 
actress. She employs a lecherous and 

ii en ssinu the Vtlantlc. 
tune in dear America, 
mdis and fools are huc- 
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all of them the faces of the mistresses 
of the artist who painted them, and 
myriads of angels gyrattlng in the air. 
and big bushy-whiskered Jehovahs, 
silting la 'heir shirt tails on a damp 
cloud: and arch-angels of doom driv 
ing men and women into hell; and 
mean looking old popes; and villain- 
ous priests; and swinish monks; and 
lovely crucifixions, and beautiful flag- 
gcllatio 



price 



Langtry s, the Cameron* and Brown 
Pott< ra' by the scores. All the details 
of their scandals are Industriously ex- 
ploded on their arrival, ami they draw 
crowds like empty molasses barrels 
draw flics. If there wasn't a market 
for such, and if the drama was not a 
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They know human nature; they know 
the ins and outs; they know what Is 
going on: they know the humbug- 
gery. better than am , one else, exist- 
ing In all the departments of govern- 
ment and society. Hilt they. loo. are 
victims of capitalism. Their nobler 
natures are stilled by the pressure of 



s of the fame of all mushroon 
and evangelists Is due to the 
iggery and tricks of the adver- 
iser. My obj. < t is not to expose 
hese. but to show how very easily the 
people at large may be humbugged 
Humbug In Literature. 
By the same trick of the advertiser, 
il to humanity. The actor, like the millions of people arc humbugged Into 
physician poet, astronomer and b> reading Inferior literature A few 
ventor was persecuted for centuries, j years ago a lubberly young Engllsli- 
and until very recently, the drama man came to this country, waring • 
was universally regarded as the work sunflower . n his bosom and mys- 
Of the devil. It has not been so many terloual) babbling of the beautiful and 
years since it was equal to the loss the true. His poetry was rubbish, and 
of character for a young day lo attend |,j s p,, te was mush: but he wore his 
the theater. But the church has | la j r | ODR tad dressed in knee 
never been able to control the drama, breeehee, and thai ought the gullible 



The facts are that If 
the BUM artists lived here today, in 
America, and painted the same sub- 
jects, equally well or better, they 
couldn't find a patron among all the 
pork-packers. beer-brewers. stock- 
gamblers and pulpit pounders In Un- 
cle Sams dominions. But being as 
these paintings are old, and the tint 
of superstition is worked in them, and 
they were painted in Europe, the suck- 
ers bite right along. 

An Aim i loan ar- ist can't paint any- 
thing In this climate, you know. He 
muat |0 to Europe, paint it over there, 
and bring It here, then maybe, it will 
attract some notice. 



artist— so well known that M body 
kMWl anything about htm. The artist 
himself Is on hand— a dark complect- 
Od, dapper fellow, with a love of a 
piustache and a foreign accent, and 
who talks just lovely to the dear 
women. His pictures are all set In 
rich, gaudy frames. They are worth 



like It has 



professions ; 
»re Is less humbuggery 
least, there is less cant 



Millions of people believed in him. and 
he cairi.,1 come to Loadoa a small 
fortune, to attest the success of au 

Oaeat Wilde, among tha humbug- 



snap tha* right up. On the walls of 
the rich, all over this country, are 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
By mail, postpaid. $1.M) per year, in advance. 
Trial subscript ioa 15 cent* per month. 
All foreign subscription, postpaid, $2.00 per year. 
Five new subscribers sent with one remittance at $1.00 per 



ADVERTISING RATES. 

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS of whatsoever character, accepted 
will be published at the rate of $1.00 per inch per 
month, unless by special contract, when other and bet- 
ter rates will be quoted upon application. The pub- 
lishers have the right to reject any and all advertise- 



That the latest spiritualistic communication from 
Col. Robot G. Intrersoll must stand ooodctoned n 

n man fantasy, a screaming fare.-, may be sen from 
this fact that it makes the (h ad Freethinker declare 
that in the "spirit world " he has seen the work of 
an " almighty hand." Thi is but another MUM 
for Jehovah and we know that he is not. 



fanatic and the branding iron from the I 
grasp of the benevolent bigot, while Superstit : 
that once did ruh 
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WHY WE MUST REFORM MEN. 

Our admired editor of the Blade surprises US by 
saying "men may preach reform and tench reform 
until nightmare plows corn and United States Sen- 
ators earn their salaries, but we must have a re- 
form of men before we can have any other reform." 
True a stream cannot be purer than the fountains 
from it flows, or is it possible for the common chap 
In gel an even exchange of happiness for their 
irdaeTjr to long as ignorance enough exists to taler- 
ate the perpetuation of the cancerous parasites of 
orthodox mythology national decay and class 



GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. 

ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Blade will be discontinue.! at 
the exuiralion of the term for which the subscription 
raid up in advance. The address slip on the 
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JAMES E. HUOHES. 
facilitate collection. 
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SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER change his or her address, ad 
vise thin olhce. gmng buih old and new, and the Blad* 
will be seut to the new address, as desired. 
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in of the Blade is at 55 West 
hi. Kentucky, to which all Free 
i a hearty welcome. 
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Be happy. 

• • • • • 

Fretting doean't pay. 

a • • • • 
Cultivate cheerfulness. 

• • • • • 

All things are conquerable by man. 

a • • • • 
There is nothing that is impossible. 

• • • • • 

Improvement is the eternal order of the universe. 

• • • • • 

i apple, but it busted our earthly 
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aradiae. 
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flourish her foolish boj 
growing, expanding flame. The night of intellect- 
ual slavery has not completely vanished, however, 
but on the higher hills already flame the harbing- 
ers of a mire glorious morn. 

• • • • 

The Christian religion is either true or it is false. 
If it is true it will stand the severest test. If it is 
true it is indestructible as the law of gravitaton. 
Then why do it ordained defenders take refuge he- 
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and strife, with police 
mouth of honest critici 
who hath his quarrel ji 
■tnnies of the Lord st 
tie and refuse to fight 



of brutish i 



in the open ev< 



Were we God almighty we would rather enjoy 
being lied about by malicious lollipops, but did 
we sit secure in some celestial citiadel, holding 
heaven, thunderbolts in our hands, it would not be 
safe to assert that we had been guilty of those un- 
paralleled atrocities recorded in the Bible as hav- 



ing been committed 1 
,n Palestine. None o 



race, 
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L'ipated Israelites 



lal gratitude of the 
are supposed not to 
eh it hurts. It is a 



change your viewpoint and suect 
follow. 



The curtain has been too tightly drawn over the 
future thai n.. peephole eau be found at any price. 



Some people tire born fools while others acquire 
it in college, and others have gold bricks thrust 



We oan beat enjoy today because we cannot see 
into the morrow and find out for a certainty where 
the man with the scythe is hidden. 

• a • • 

Did ymi ever stop to think that the world's great 
history would have been written in an altogether 
different vein had Adam married into a different 
family .' 

• • • • 

EUiaing wages will never settle the labor ques- 
tion. Bath rooms, button hole bouquets, reading 
rooms and rag time don't touch the right spot. 
Humanity demands something more. 

Avarice is one of the most dangerous of human 
qualities because il is so subtle in its development. j 

It grows as wealth and power increase until it lin- 
ally dominate! ita victims completely, 
a • • a 

Father bolts tin- stable door at night to keep his 
bone From harm, but allows his minor son to prowl 
where he pleases ami for the same reason mother 
ties up a ten cent poodle dog but permits her 
daughter to flutter at random. Why is it? 

• • • • 

The Rome Book for Christmas and New Year 

presents. 

Dog Fennel in the Orient would make a suitable 

gift. 

Younr friends would appreciate a year's sub- 
sciption to the Blade. 

• • • * 

li is only the truly orthodox believer who strives 
to build a heaven for himeelf and a hell for other 
people. Time works many changes, however, and 



ease of taking the good the gods provide and then 
get to holding your peace. Look what happened to 
.It sus for questioning the supernal wisdom of the 
money changers of Jerusalem. 

• • • • • 

The Rome Book for Christmas and New Year 
presents. 

Dog Fennel in the Orient wotdd make a suitable 
gift. 

Younr friends would appreciate a year's sub- 
sciption to the Blade. 

• • • • • 

One of the saddest sights on earth 
Is a person with nothing to do ; 
lie has no joy and he has no mirth- 
Don 't let that person be you. 

• • • • 
will you not help the Blade in the fulfill- 

ion to break the foolish idols of re- 
•Vff.ii . 

lertaking is not a popular move 
variably fallen 
irl the unclean 
he pub 



form cannot exist handicap and 
checkmated by Ignorant credulity perpetually 
paralixing the intellect with mental intoxication of 
faith zeal, liquor intoxicants and zealous faith pro- 
dines like results, only the former deprives the 
brain of reason temporarily while the latter is 
perpetual. 

We consider Mr. Hughes one of our ablest re- 
formers and want to know why he opens such a 
question and leaves it without a remedy, thus 
afflicting us with "nightmare" thinking how fool- 
ishly we have been trying to bring about a reform 
for -'.nun years without "first reforming men" Mr. 
Hughes virtually admits failure thus far which we 
ilso admit but his new remedy wc want to learn. 

Dp to 1858 parents took care of their children 
taught them noble precepts at home, while now 
they have become the wards of public schools 
learning folly fashion and fiction, drifting fast as 
[ngersoll says of Spain and Italy to a tamborene 
monkey, fandango and a bull fight 

WHh all these long standing inherited customs 
the frivolitj of woman, the increasing crimes of 
men. the ^iil.liiuss of the youths, what will his 
answer be I 

GEO. LEESON. 



ing or bringing improvement, moat come from him. 
Governments are what the people under it mak«? 
it. When governments run counter to the will of 
the people revolutions follow. The same ends can 
he reached by peaceful evolution and the result is 
more stable, more permanent. As the work of the 
worlds' salvation rests upon those who have 
wrought existing conditions making that salvation 
necessary, we repeat : 

Men may preach reform and teach reform until 
nightmares plow corn and United States Senators 
earn their salaries, but we must have a reform of 
men before we can have any other reform. 



The Rome Book for ( 



i and New Year 



Dog Fennel in the Orient would make a suitable 
gift. 

Younr friends would appreciate a year's sub- 
sciption to the Blade. 

DENSE, DARK AND IGNORANT. 

The mendacity and muleish obstinacy of the aver- 
age representative of Christ, when debating with 
a sceptic, although a matter of common knowledge, 
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through the columns of the 
Arkansaw Traveler. The Blade has long doubted 
the wisdom of disputing with little men anent 
points of doctrine or to wrangle with dogmatists 
concerning their conception of the deity and the un- 
it era*, but to debate with a religious nonentity like 
Wilkinson is more foolish than trying to light the 
fire with kerosene and then— going to join the an- 
gels. 

Wilkinson quarrels with science because it is not 
perfec 
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The principal feature in the foregoing communi- 1 amdd „ world of truth th( , re are somQ siHy fnblt , s 
ation. admittedly one of the strongest that hasj invented by religious willies who kuew uo better 

nd left the race to evolve better and nobler the- 



reached our office since we assumed charge of this 
paper, is to be found in the fact that it accepts our 
statement as being true, confesses suprise that we 
hate given utterance thereto, but naively asks us 
in suggest a remedy for th e evils of which we com- 
plain. Nor is the question without force and mean- 
ing. Could a satisfactory answer be found the 
world's troubles would be at an end and the mil- 
ennium would be upon us in all its force, power 
and glory. For centuries men have devled into 
science and philosophy, digging to hitherto un- 
known depths to unearth the precious gem, but it 
has eluded their grasp, or they have failed to reach 
it. To properly answer the question we would be 
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)Uld be acceptable to all men and 
to labor for their realization. From 
tin Luther down to the present var- 
have offered theories, some good, 
some bad. soiie indifferent, but the natural per, 
vexsity of theAtuman mind has held men aloof un- 
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world's high destiny with the flame from the torch 
of reason; to play ohn the Baptist to a greater to 
come after. Every triumph wrought in science has 
been the work of men who were dissatisfied with 
the world's condition, who had set deliberately to 
work to better them. This is our mission, our hope 
and our work. Will you not help us? You can do 
it by increasing our circulation. 

CHRISTMAS GUTS. 

Good reading always cultivates the mind and 
such cultivation is always conducive to intellectual 
strength. Persons should be as careful in selecting 
the bqoks they read as they are in selecting their 
personal companions. Good books make excellent 
ompanious. They never tire of your company and 
they have useful information to bestow. 

Now, readers, the holiday season is at hand, and 
while we, as Freethinkers, care nothing for the 
eligious barnacles that have grown around and 
bout the decadence of the old year and the birth 
of the new, yet we have more or less conformed to 
the custom of making and giving presents to our 
friends at this season of the year. If you are think- 
ing of what to send or give away as a token of the 
season we beg to call your attention to the several 
booka we have on hand which could be used to a 
splendid advantage for such a purpose. 

First, there is the Borne Book, by Dr. J. B. Wil- 
son, descriptive of his trip to the Rome Congress of 
loings of that distinguished 
travel and personal experi- 
Othing of its real historic | 



ut an unimportant incident in the history 
of the universe, that we are but mere infusoria born 
of heat and moisture, perishing when the moisture 
is eliminated or the heat becomes greater or less. 
Let a" admit that if man had never appeared the 
mountains would have reared their rugged crests to 
meet the glory of the unrisen sun, the purple mists 
would still hover in the valleys, the rivers rolled 
onward to the sea and the tides ebbed and flowed, 



that not a star 
banging Bnnainerj 
me, that ther* 



uld have fallen from the 



iet he 



its 



ould 1 



i been a drop of 
more or less, had man 
I admitting this we strike 
and we are then forced 
to the conclusion that all political and r e ligious 
forme, are more Of less a curse as they are permit- 
ted to dominate our social life are man made, that 
is. self-inflicted. Then the remedy lies in self and it 
is self that must assume the work of redemption, 
or saivalion, through honest effort at improvement. 
If man created the political ystem that gives un- 
necessary wealth to the sleeper and not enough to 
the worker to sustain his strength, then man 



ories. Probably he would banish the sun because 
of its spots and declare love a vice because hemmed 
in by passion. It is evident that he knows nothing 
of the cosmic universe, gazes upon the world 
through tinted glasses over the lens of which the 
spider of orthodoxy hath woven its web to darken 
the brightness of intellectual light. It were enough 
that Snow siamsned his quivering diaphragm 
against the face of nature, left him a mere mental 
microbe, a doodle-bug in the realm of theology. Of 
course Wilkinson has not been convinced, neither 
has Snow been converted to his beliefs, but the 
self-styled representative of J. C. will be ready for 
another tourney as soon as there is enough long 
green in sight. 

Regarding Wilkinson's mentality but little need 
be said. He furnishes all the evidence that is 
necessary and it is so conclusive that comment 
upon it is unnecessary. Read: 
Geology teaches that life first appeared in its 
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history i 

In giving utterance to such a statement Wilkin- 
son may not be deemed a liar, but he is powerful 
reckless with the truth. The fossil fauna so far 
known to geology reveals the fact that the Eozoon 
was among the earliest forms of animal life and is 
found only in the tertiary strata. Alan does not 
appear in any form until the Diluvian deposits 
although it is inferred that he might have been ex- 
tant in the earlier periods of the Paleozoic ages. 

1 that there 

period when even vegetable life did not 
exist upon this planet and the vegetable preceded 
the animal kingdom. Nature did not bring forth 
animal life until conditions were such that animal 
life could subsist. These were crude beginninga 
and from them have evolved the full and perfect 
man as we see him today. Geology teaches, indis- 
putably and undeniably, that the development of 
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ometimea happen that the plans of 
miscarry. Who knows but what the christian may 
fall into the very pit which he hath dug for his 
neighbor and the latter be exalted? Only when 
men have made personal enemies are they anxious 
lo delegate the pleasant duty of inflicting punish- 
ment upon a so-called superior power. Such is the 
benevolence of orthodox religion. 

The Rome Book for Christmas and New Year 
presents. 

Dog Fennel in the Orient would 
gift. 

Younr friends would appreciate a year's sub- 
sciption to the Blade. 



Freethinkers 
body. For a book 
ences abroad, to aa 
value pertaining to 
European continent 
will be sent to any 

Besides the Koine Book we have several copies 
of the book written by our late editor, C. C. Moore, 
namely, "Dog Fennel in the Orient," being an ac- 
count of his experiences abroad while on a voyage 
to the Holy Lands and fells what he saw and ex- 
perienced en route. This book is interesting and 
instructive and can be had, sent to any address, for 
$1.15. 

If you would like to have one of these books sent 
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some impossible celestial city where the "pore 
mizziihle wurm"' shall become an imperishable 
butterfly fitting from (lower to flower, doing ab- 
solutely nothing of importance through all eter- 
nity, a system that imagines deity made heaven for 
a few idiot harpers and hell for a bo*t of hoodlums, 
then man . an nnereate it and the sooner the bet- 
To accomplish this, however, what is needed! 

men. Then before we can obtain a reformation in 
sysiems WE MI ST HAVE A REFORM OF MEN. 
Here is the keynote, the secret of it all. He who 
conquers himself has conquered the universe of 
which he is the .■enter. He who improves himself 
has improved so much of that universe. Before 
he can ever expect lo reform others he must first 
reform himself, lie must crave useful knowledge, 
seek it and find it, and finding it, assimilate and 
apply it. He must learn that reform in religion 
cannot come through inactivity and prayer, but by 
activity and labor. He must learn that political 
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orders now and we will mail 
time for a seasonable delivery. 

• • a • 

While all this talk is going on about expanding 
the currency too many of us are apt to complain 
of a contraction. Compared with prices years ago 
it is amazing how little a dollar will buy. Com- 
pared with wages years ago the laborer is not get- 
ting much more while everything is ascending to a 
point far beyond his reach. The next thing he will 
need is an economic Jacob's ladder. 



mr IV 



edoi 



,11 v 



represents geology in his effort to sustain a totter- 
ing religious creed. Geology and chemistry combin- 
ed have successfully demonstrated the origin ot 
life and zoology, aided by natural history has 
pointed out the successive stages of that oruer of 
development. 

When we approach the method of reasoning in- 
dulged in by Wilkinson we are prone to use a 
quotation from the immortal Bard of Avon, and 
say, "the fool hath committed to his memorv an 
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ih'_ r under the "party banner" ami voting the same 
old w ay generation after generation, but that citi- 
zenship is above party, common honesty above po- 
litical professions, humanity above god. . 

Our correspondent struck the correct vein whjen 
he said, "a stream cannot be purer than the foun- 
dations from which it flows" and so believing we 
must work to purify the foundation 
will grow purer and clearer. If individual man 
the real foundation of the present 
trial and religious systems then any 



ays: 

"Faith requires testimony. It is a conviction 
forced upon us by careful ami dilligent invest na- 
tion of incontrovertible testimony. Opinion formu- 
lates Into dogma and refuses to investigate or 
accept what conflicts with it." 

On the contrary faith becomes necessary where 
there is a lack of convincing testimony or in its 
absence altogether. Of course a great deal depends 
upon the subject with which that faith is connect- 
ed. We have a boy, a fine, healthy fellow. We have 
faith that he will reach maturity. This faith is 
ilt upon the fact that other boys who were fine, 
,11 h.t fellows, have reached maturity and under 
favorable conditions our boy ought to do the same. 
I am told there is a god. I have never seen 
one nor have I met any person who has. I have 
met and conversed with people who claim to know 
something about him but putting them altogether 
I find that belief in such a being is an impossibil- 
ity. Then I am told that 1 must believe in him by 
faith. But what fact have I to buhl my faith upon? 
Absolutely none. In the end I am compelled to 
guess and every physical fact in the univ 
against such a belief I am compelled to guess that 
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he is not. Now we come to think about we do not 
Ban i Bill-dim whether he exists or n*t. 
Fiiith eada where knowledge bepW Th€ 
•oom fee faith. 
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prefen to belieVe there is ■ pod does not convince, 
or prove, else would Snow have been convinced 
daring Ins dlsetuwion with him. Did pod exist then 
his existence would not a fit subject for debate 
and when Wilkinson undertake* to attempt to 
prove hia existence he admits, by implication, that 
there are rery many seriooa doubts about the 
matter. It is the blind, unreasoning faith that 
refuses to accept or recognize a fact if that fact 
appears to contradict its theories anent the un- 
known. In this lies the full force of all dogmatic 
theology. Were it otherwise theology would have 
died out long ago. 

• • • • 
WHAT TO SEND FOR CHRISTMAS. 

Last week we directed the attention of our read- 
en to Dr. Wilson's Rome Book and Dog Fennel in 
the Orient, by Charles C. .Moor.', tts being suitable 
presents for the eoming holiday season. A few 
have acted upon our suggestion and we appreciate 

their kindly attention. These books will be sent to 
any address lor |1.15 eaeh All yon have to do is 

to send the amount of the book desired and the 
address of the friend to whom it is to be sent and 
we will mail it direct with a small printed card 
Showing who it is from if the donor wishes it. 

In addtion to this we desire to suggest that a 
year's soberip^ion to the Blade for a friend would 
also be ■ useful an denjoyable present. At the same 
time it would be a valuable present to the Blade to 
know that its circulation, was increasing and its 
family Of readers extending. Some of you may 
know of a Freethinker who would like the paper 
and is too poor to pay for it, too proud to let any- 
one know. Think of what a happy season would 
come to him could he know that he had been pres- 
ented with the Blade for one year and think how 
much it would help us. 

The numerous letters we are receiving in con- 
gMtttlatlon upon the continued improvement of the 
Blade is an indication that it would be aiMU'eehiteJ 
by a friend, especially if that friend is inclined to 
only a modcum of human liberty. This is an 
appeal to all to be capable of mutual help, mutual 

sneouragemenl and cheer. 

• • • • 

MORAL MENTORS IN HUMAN AFFAIRS. 
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■ •peaking the Christ inn is ;i coward and 
ore backbone than a tub of butter or a 
The Freethinker is a perfect tower of 
BBgth upon whom rests the happiness of 



LIBERTY VS. RELIGION. 

Before this issue of the Blade can possibly reach J 
its readers the religious crisis in France will be on. 
What is to come from it? Either an enlarged lib-! 
erty from religious tyranny for the French people 
and the end of church rule, or new chains will be 
forged and the people plunged into a hopeless 
shivery which nothing but a revolution of blood 
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e ignorance prevails and supersti- 
tion runs rial in the blood religion may 1 essnry 

as a moral restraint, but in eases of an intellectual 
enlightenment, where human knowledge reigns and 
prospers by the light of reason's mighty flame, 
self-restraint takes the place of religious restraint, 
and improvement sets in. 

How frequently have we, as Freethinkers, after 
a mild discussion upon morality with some Chris 
tian believer, had said unto us, "why, if 1 believed 
as yon do I would rob and plunder right and left 
without fear of the consequences.' - Nay, Christian 
friend, take hell's terrors away and there still 
stands the law with its retri butlve punishments to 
keep yon in the path of right doing, or the law's 
consequences will inevitably fall upon you. As a 



stance and a refusal to obey the provisions of 

the law. backed and encouraged i>y the Vatican, 
which sees, in the workings of this law, ■ wholesale 
slipping away of its power. If the law offieen of 

the republic meet with armed resistance they must 

respond with lihe measures ami the conflict is on. 

As i means of encouraging the Catholic elergy <>l' 
France to remain hostile to the government, the 

Pope has addressed to them I letter in which he is 
reported to have said : 

"I am like the father of I family. I cannot per- 
mit an outsider to enter my house and nguhtte the 
interests of my children without consulting me." 

The Father of ■ family, indeed I Rodent*! A 

true father works and labors for his I'nmilv. He 
|hrM to them and succors them. He never takes 
from them. With the Vatican it has always been 
never to give, but to take all it can get. It has im- 
poverished every nation where it has ! n able to 

sequire the slighted power and authority. It has 

controlled Italy for a thousand yean and the work- 
in- people of that priest-ridden country today arc 
but paupers and mendicants, or. as [ngenoll once 
siiid, reduced to a hand organ and a monkey. Given 
the proper freedom the Italians are a worthy end 
industrious people as shown by their industry and 
frugality in America under free institutions. While 



BIRTH 

OF JESUS A FICTION 

Declares Dr. Craps«y In His Letter 
Renouncing the Episcopal Minis- 
try — Parting of the Theo- 
logical Ways. 

APPEALS FROM VERDICT 

TO VOICE OF PEOPLE. 

Refusing to make a cowardly retrac- 
tion of hia belief in religious tenets 
which the ccclcastlcal authorities have 
used to terminate his ministry. Rev. 
Algernon S. Crapsey, former Rector of 
St. Andrews Church, at Rochester, 
New York, in a strong letter which 
he wrote to Ulshop William D. Walker, 
of the Western diocese of New York 
State. In his letter Dr. Crapsey says: 

"I Bd< i s s lst to g conditions I deem it 
my duty to make a formal and final 
renunciation of ti.e ministry of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and In 
consequence i ask that you will for 
reasons as to time already given, not 
ssrlii i than the old, not later than the 



in my estimation, because He was the 
s< n of man. 

Will Never Change. 

"Now this conception of Jesus, bas 
ed upon a careful study of Hoi.. Scrip- 
tures, Is the very warp and woof of 
my intellectual and spiritual life, and 
It !s not probable that I will ever 
change. I will carry it with m e Into 
that spiritual world where I shall see 

"But I am told by judicial decision 
tnat this conception Is not permissible 
tn the mind of a minister of tte Pro- 



mind; I therefore leave the church. I 
do not blame my judges; they acted 
according to their light; let not them 
blame nie If I follow my light, which 
Is lighting me to the everlasting day. 
But whether they blame or not, I can 
not do other than I do; I must obey 
God, rather than man. 

"But while I thus see that their de- 
cision is final for me, I am equally 
certain that it la not final for the 
church. I have reason to know that 
there are hundreds of clergymen and 
thousands of laymen In the Protestant 
Episcopal church who have reached 
the same conclusions that I have, and. 
sir, I beg to say to them in this let- 
ter to you that their position in the 
church is just as tenable as it ever 



WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring, Diamond Button 
Locket o r Pin, don't you wish you 
could correctly Judge quality ami 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or the dealers' 
profit? 

This you can do If will confide in 
and order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with great care from 
largest stock in Cnicago. get lowest 
trade prices and best cash discounts. 
For my tln.e and wo:k; for giving 
you the benefit of my 40 years' ex- 
perience as a diamond merchant. I 
will only charge you S per cent. No 
jeweler or catalogue house can com- 
pete with me. 

Send for price lists ( Watches, not 
listed here. CLains, Jewelry. Rings 
Silver and Plated Ware, Optical 
Goods, Ingers- 'poons, F. T. Badges 
and My Tract, Theism in the Cruci- 
ble," free. 

OTTO WETTSEIN, 
LaGrange. Cook Co., Ill 
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suffering hunger, while fat, lazy priests lined their 

stomachs with capons. The people would be hap- 
pier and richer today had they never known such 
a 'father" and could they get rid of him their 
present condition would speedily undergo an im- 

use improvement. 

FVauee has goi the right notion and so long as 
the republic is able to retain intact itts free, politi- 
cal institutions there will always reman SSSOcitt- 

tions by which, even in the midst of mental degra- 
even in the midst of mental degradation, the minds 
daton, the minds of her people 'may be cairetT fo J 
better things. When people have once tasted oi 
the sweets of freedom the intrusion and an- 
nounced hostility of a foreign influence 
will at once rouse the generous iiunirinu- 
tion of a bold people. To reinvest the church 
with political authority will be as fatal to the „;,. 
tional intellect as it would be to the national lib- 



elined to wrong doing stands in more natural dread 
of the policeman than he does of the god he pre- 
tends to believe in. The Christian will commit 
crime when he knows that the eye of a peace ofliccr 
is not upon him, although he believes that the all- 
penetraline- eye of -od is constantly watching him 
and keeping a record of his every act. In this we 
Observe the inconsistency of the Christian form of 
faith and its absolute impotency to exercise any 
moral influences upon its devotees. At the same 
it demonstrates its uselessness as a moral factor in 
the a Hairs of men. 

BVeethoUght would impress upon the minds of 
all that virtue will inevitably bring its own reward 
ami vice its proper punishment. We all know and 
have experienced the sweet blessings that come to 
us with the knowledge that we have performed a 
wood ami useful act. We also know and have ex- 
perienced the remorseful pangs and tortures of the 
mind that comes with the knowledge that we have 
acted mean towards another person. Can any be- 
liever in any religious system suggest or produce a 
higher mental monitor than the intelligent human 
mind? We only know good and evil as we exper- 
ience them or perceive them, (iood is that which 
produces happiness without consequent injury.Evil 
is that which produces pain without any conse- 
quent good. The terms are relative and are used 
to designate human emotions created by any cause- 
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of France bj reducing its gnateal men to complete 
silence and subjection to priestly dictates, and de- 
grading the population into a coterie of religious 
serfs. 

But, says the Pope: "I cannot permit an out- 
sider to enter my house, etc." Tut! Has not the 
Pope, through his church, as an outsider. entered 
the house of others and forced upon the inmates 
his peculiar religions nostrums under pains and 
penalties.' lias lie not directed his hordes to politi- 
cal action, in the house of another, to its ruin and 



Canon Ul of the General Canons ot 
the churcu to accomplish my deposi- 
tion from the priestuood. 

"I am certain that you will be glad 
to acknowledge that I am not com- 
pelled to this action by anything that 
reflects upon my moral integrity or 
calls in question my faithfulness as a 
pastor. My sole difficulty lies In the 
fact that a long, careful, conscientious 
study of the Holy Scriptures has com- 
pelled me to come to certain coi 
slons concerning the pre-natal history 
of Jesus, whlc.i are not in physical ac- 
cord with the letter of the creeds, and 
slncr have compelled me, in order to 
hold the creeds, to give to certain 
articles an interpretation that will har- 
monize them with the truth as I find 
that trutu In he teaching of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Yields To Court. 

"But recent judicial decisions have 
deals red that any such harmonizing of 
the creed with my own conviction of 
tOf truth is not permissible In the 
i'rotealant Episcopal Church. In my 
own e\.ao 1 recuguue the right of t,.e- 

to define the limits of interpretation; 
and in order to hold last to truth, must 
let go ol the creed as now interpreted 
by the courts. 

Would Be Horrible. 
I am not now, and never uave been, 
couocious ot any insincerity in giving 
SUCO interpretations to the various 
articles ol lut) creed as are Ue-niauuou 
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satiated with Papal influences for years: lias not 
the Vatican exercised a supreme ami irresponsible 
control over French political affairs, curbing every 
teneiicv toward political freedom by ecedesast Leal 
laws of Stringent cruelty and enforced with a 
ruthless barbarism.' The time has come wtien in 
France, as elsewhere, the Vatican is not to be al- 
nud the 
1 to di- 



ed t 



of 1 



Lfc« present Slate ol luiowiedge, au) 
uioie man i am OOasOtOSs oi msiucei- 

u i am lu uom tue creed at all 1 
<..uat ijne to certain, u not an, ol its 
aiLieub a spuitual raUier Uau a luer- 
anj puysical interpretation. When 1 
SSJ oi .Kbus that lie has ascended into 
neaven, 1 do not mean and cannot 
mean tha- with His puyslcul body ot 
test ana blood and buues. He howed 
n.to space- ana has K»r two thousand 



Affects Only Himself. 

"This judgment affects no person ex- 
cept myself. Let no one be dismayed. 
Let every man stand In his place — 
speak his mind boldly, and the truth 
will soon have such a multitude of wit- 
nesses that all the church must hear, 
so confident am I of the truth as it is 
in Jesus that I appeal from those in 
piaces of authority in the church to 
t.ie church itself, to the great body of 
the people, secure in their wiBe, se- 
rene possession of the truth. 

"Again I exhort my brethren of like 
belief to stay where they are. I am 
about to carry our case to the high 
court of the free intelligence of the 
world, and if I win it there, I will win 
for every church and every soul in 
Christendom. If I fail before that 
court. It will be because I am wrong 
In my conception of the truth; and 
then I will be glad to fall, for my con- 
tention is not for my conception, but 
for the eternal truth of God. 

"Let my brethren within the enumh 
abide the issue of this trial. For when 
the grejt tribunal of free thought ha? 



..lu. wn, (.hat cod is in 

and .nan is in Cod tuat 1 consecrate 
the rest of my life. 

"Cet no one think for a moment that 
I do not love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and woulu not have served Him to the 
last in this church, wuich is to me the 
historic church of the great English- 
speaking race, if only its men In au- 
thority had let me. All I asked of 
them was tolerance. But they have 
refused to extend tolerance to such as 
I, and I must, with a grief which only 
my heart knows, accept my dismissal 
from the service of the church." 



METHODS « 
The Organization Into a Political. 

OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN WHO WOULD 
MAINTAIN THE PURELY SECULAK CHAR- 
ACTER OF THIS GOVERNMENT— 

L ZttSAtttZ CffattaT- 

2. By llkewhe rerittlnff all encroachment* ot w 

clMiasticion upon the State, 

«. By uniting with and aartrttn* Individual, and 

societies oi whatever ere. d or party, when ou- 
ju-.-v ,., r«,.r,,t„l for rellgloua and political n 
preaaioa or belief. , 
i. By preventing the eorropt reign of Ownopoly 

•••••> ■ I' <>••>*» IMr.-ct Legislation by 

the Initiative and Referendum. , 
5. By advocating eijual rights and Justice toWl- 

giving wom.n an equal voice in all govern- 
ment,! affair., and hy all other P rartl,,l ,„ d 

. . Ss-E!;: 

Jnent must rest. 
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WAR1 

The Elgin and Waltham Watch 
Co.'s. have Indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber, of the Hampden 
Watch Co.. and smaller competitors 
My continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them Into a Trust. But John C 
many times a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Labor only — will not 
join them In their nefarious scheme. 
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mind is evil, yet avoids 
; fear of hell's horrors or 
leaven, is none the less an 



The influences such a person would be bound to 
exercise would be deciiledly injurious. False mo- 
tives for right doing would be ascribed and a false 
Standard of conduct inscribed upon the tablets of j 
the niand. Such a system of moralil 
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inisli their superstitious ami nuiint;iin a perfect "-<= accou-pusiicd 
balance of the natonal intellect, .lust as one (Sen- uaccudeu into iue lusher lite ol 

tury ago France lost its respect for the crown, so 
now its respect for the cowl and the mitre p>es the Also, when 1 say of Jesus that He 

same way. Mad France overthrown the church was not couceived by the Holy Uhos 

tirst. that is before the monarchy, th.' present possi- 
ble conflict woidd never bare confronted the re- 
public. 
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blows. 

The Freethinker, should his mind incline to 
wTOng doing, yet avoids its commission because he 
knows the act is UTOng and its perpetration would 
produce or cause pain and suffering either to him- 
self or others, is moved by a higher standard of 
human morals than the devout Christian coma pos- 



that 



ad reatti 
Hei 



of right and duty. He Deeds neither h 
jole or hell to terrify. He is fearless and indopt 
cut and in this lies his great moral strength 



h, both Catholic ami Protestant, have never 

been lin n of unassailable charity and virtue. From 
this can be seen the gross impolicy of trusting 
ecclesiastics with political power. The increase of 
Political power with the clergy has ever been in- 
compatible with the interest-, of civilization. When 

men are called upon to make ,-, douce between ac- 
cepting religious rule and sacrificing liberty they 
will lei both church and religion go. Such has been 

the baton id' the world ami such it will hi- 1'or ecu 



The Rome Book for Christmas and New Year 
presents. 

Dog Fennel in the Orient would make a suitable 

eift 

Younr friends would appreciate a year's sub- 
sciption to the Blade. 



mean that the yieat and living Uod in 
order to get into this world had to vio- 
late His wonderful law of human gen- 
eration, break into sanctities of mar- 
riage and cause a son of man to be 
bom without a human father. Such 
a notlona notion is most repugnant to 
my ideal of a wise and Holy God. 

"I was not, therefore, alarmed. 1 
was relieved when a careful study of 
the Holy Scriptures convinced me that 
this notion of the origin of Jesus was 
without foundation In history. Jesus 
was not lessened in my worship. He 
wns ennobled by this discovery. When 
I resetted the conclusion, as I did some 

w, re n, t historical. I did not Cease to 
believe in Jesus. I believed lu Him all 
the more, and I gave to the words 
(' SSSlTSl by the Holy Ghost,' 'Born 
of the Virgin Mary" an interpretation 
ihit harmonized with my knowledge 
of the facts. He was a Child of the 
Holy Seed, sanctified from His moth- 
er's womb. A Son of God all the more, 



atches are actually sold 
low value. Note the lastest quotations: 
->:! jeweled "Sp'l. Ry." 126; "New Ry." 
23 jwl's. $20; "John Hancock," 21 
jewels, 11C.50, or "Dueber W. Co.." 21 
jewels, only $15. Above all In silver- 
Ine screw case prepaid, in 20-year 
sold-nlled case. $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass R y Inspectors. 

The 1? jeweled nampden, adjusted. 
$8; 17 Jeweled, not adjusted, $7: 15 
jeweled. $«: 7 jeweied. »4.5u. In 20- 
year gold-filled case $3 more, all pre- 
paid with guarantee. Buy now! When 
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GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 



GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHINU BUT CREATIONS 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE 18 EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 



publishes monthly, and Its 

"The Centra; Kansas Business College," which teaches Stenography. Tyo* 
writing, Bookkeeping. Commercial Arithmetic. Penmanship, and SpeV iy 
and "The Truth About God" In s general course of study giver by 'lie tea 
porary International Instructor for ite cht rch. 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wtnta 900 more to formali. 
organize and incorporate. Th* first thousand members will be the founders 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the idolatry of worship 
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THE REIGN OF 
KING HUMBUG 

(Continued from page One) 



ous peace, a cheerful agony, a tem- 
pestuous calm, a soothing sorrow, a 
holy hell, or a gable blonde. 

nut Theosophy is the king bee of 
lioni all. It Is chiefly distinguished 
roiii the others, by its being just a 
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The 



hung these gaudy daubs. The gulls 
wouldn't think of paying an American 
artist twenty-five dollars for a really 
good picture. 

Occult Humbuggery. 

In no other way is the love of hum 
buggery more manifest than in the 
general belief that particular persons 
are gifted with a knowledge of the 
future and are able to peer into It. 

Look at all the millions of people 
running to preachers and priests and 
mediums, and fortune tellers. Id order 
to obtain information of the future. 

All classes alike are humbugged by 
this trinity of tricksters— the Ml] 
difference ImIWMB whom i*. that the 
preacher is a little more fashionable 
than the other two. 

At least |1M,000,000 are spent 
yearly for advertisement in our Sun- 
day papers by preachers, psychists, 
seers, mediums, christian scientists, 
fortuntellers and healers of many 
descriptions. They don't advertise 
for nothing. Thej expect U) get all 
back, and as much more. From whom 
do they get It? Why from the gulli- 
ble— from the women principally— 
mistress as well as namat 

The pity of It is that the poor work- 
ing girl should be made one of the 
principle victims of this sacred 



son that it Is more arlst. 
. in-..' it is more mysterious and in- 
comprehensible. ThcoBophy la what 
1 call ,an erratic, aesthetic Asiatic 
ailment. 

All three are alike in this one 
reaped they start off weaving the 
beautiful and the good, with the moral 
and the true; then presently they rise 
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moonshine. Then all at once, they 
get lost— they don't know where they 
are at. They skiddoo. 

Theosophy always reminds me of 
the sky rocket. It springs heaven 
ward in a golden column of words, 
pterci . the mystic either with its 
meteoric flash, spreads out into beau- 
tiful scintillating stars, light up the 
whole heavens, then all at once 
takes a sudden .Irop. flickers Into 
nothingness, and all Is as dark as 
before. 

Undt 

there is no good, truth or wisdom 
either of these mysticisms, 
nl/.e them as simply an expression of 
the .liFi.atsfaction with the Chrlsti 
mysticism, and as a groping toward 
something grander and higher. 

The spiritual philosophy is beauti 
and 1 wish it were true. Christ 
Science is an Improvement on Chi 
tlanlty. While its principles, which 
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work, and a large part of its factory 
work must be swindled out of their 
meager earnings to support preachers 
and priests in big churches and grand 
cathedrals. 

The preacher and priest get them 
first, and ever thereafter they become 
easy victims for the medium and the 
faith healer. It ought to be plain to 
any one that the soil Is prepared first 
by the church, the Sunday School 
the parochial school, for all this rank 
growth of superstition and humbug- 
gery. that blossoms out in Christian 
Science. Faith Healing. Spirit Med- 
lumship. Palmistry, Fortune Telling, 
and what not. 

When the 
to satisfy, then the credulous dupes 
turn to the psychist and sooth-say. 

Thousands of people of all classes 
believe that Anna Eva Fay possesses 
some mysterious occult power. They 
cannot see that as fast as her old 
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garded as bei 
and exposed, 
vented, for h. 
any JUiidr-sTrtrinfal, occult or sleight 
oMiand, but 1b simple enough when 
you know how it Is played. 

It is the love of mystery which at- 
tracts, and which love is perpetuated 
by the preacher and priest, by in- 
stilling it in the mind of the child— 
by teaching it the mysticism of the 
Bible— that a snake talked to Eve— 
that Bualam's ass cussed in Hebrew; 
that Jonah held a three day s prayer 
meeting in a whale's belly; that the 
witch of Endor called up the spook 
of Samuel, and a multitudioiis BMM of 
such mellow moonshine. 

The child is next inocculated wltn 
the New Testament virus. It is filled 



with £ 



til in I 



mysterious 

way (as all men do, who d. 
performed a lot of mysterious tricks, 
none of which were as sleek as those 
of Eva Ann (except possibly, his trick 
of driving the devils out of a sick man 
into the hogs of Gadarene) and who 
died in a mywerious way WfeM 
people can lie made to believe such 
things they can be made to believe 
anything. 

Is it any wonder that there are so 
many gullible fools in the world, 
where the mind of youth in its im- 
pressionable period. is confounded 
with mystery, and educated and gradn 
ated In the school of gullibility 



to allay physical diseases, at 
the same time, they have a dangerous 
tendency to create mental and Intel 
lectual diseases. It is not good to 
think too much about yourself. There 
are a thousand other things more lro 
portant. Christian Science unfortu 
nately for Itself has run Into Church- 
ianity. and therefore into dogmatism. 
Theosophy has been wise enough to 
avoid the dog. 

But all these people are freethink 
ing and superior people, and I like 
them. The great trouble with them is 
that they start out with such beauti- 
ful arguments and get lost so quick. 
Before they know it, they stumble 
right into a pitch darkness, Illuminat- 
ed only with jack-o -lanterns. 

My friends, the safest thing for you 
to do, if you wouldn't be humbugged 
by belief. Is to stick close to 
Mother \ature, and not follow every 
new fangled mysticism off. "She 
should always be your motto. 
Medical Humbuggery. 

no doubt ht 



too much time on minerals, and too 
little In studying human nature, sug- 
gestion, and the social and mental 
causes of health and disease. 

Of course It has made and makes 
many mistakes. The larger part of it 
is pure experimentation, but this is 
the only method of obtaining knowl- 
. The man who never makes mis- 
takes seldom makes anything else. 

The difference between doctors and 
preachers and faith healers Is— that 
the doctors have their faces turned 
toward science, while the spook 
chasers have theirs turned toward 
superstition. 

At this very moment, when thou- 
sands of clergymen all over the world 
have their faces turned upward, k>ok- 
ing into vacancy, thousands of physi- 
cians are toiling In their labratorles, 
looking downward into their micro- 
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practice of 
itj would prove an exceptiot 
man nature; but I maintain that there 
Is far less of it, among ethical physi- 
cians, than In any other profession. I 
admit (hat it is not alone found 
among quacks and advertisers, but 
also in the reputable ranks. 

Physicians are selfish and mercen- 
ary like . very one else; and economic 
circumstances drive 
the tricks of the trade. They are 
compelled to make a pure commer- 
cialism of their profession in order to 
live. They are compelled by law to 
go to school four years, then they 
starve four years oefore they have a 
iiollar they can call their own, and all 
this time they have to compete with 
faith healers, who graduate In eight 
days, and who dontt know a cough 
from a borborygmus. They have 
ilso to compete with druggists, young 
ilirug clerks just hatched, nice old 
ladles and gentlemen everywhere. 

have forgotten more than the 
doctor ever knew; and they have to 
go up against amulets, charms, scap- 
ulas, holv water, prayers and bless- 
g 8 of the clorgy. At Xavlers. on 
certain Sunday of every March, the 
throats of all the children are blessed, 
which knocks out all the doctor's 
profits on the diptherla trade. So you 
see what they have to compete with, 
and Is it any wonder sometimes that 
they fight the devil with his own fire? 

A great many of you may not know 
that medical science is almost alto- 
gether an achievement of the last 
hundred years. Previous to that It 
was blended with Christian humbug- 
gery— the church permitting no one to 
build on the broad and solid found* 
ti.ms laid *own by Hippocrates. 

Just as the church dictated what 
should be law. art. 



knowledge that will add to the health, 
happiness and well being of human 
ity. They are not hunting for spirits, 
or astral bodies, but for microbes and 
facts. And many of these investlga 
tors are penniless and starving and 
working without hope of reward here 
or hereafter. 

The doctor 
Ideal socialist than any other 
even more so than the professing so- 
cialist himself. He Is the only man In 
the community who Is at the service 
of his fellow man. night and day, and 
without charge, if the case be one of 
worthy charity, and no one is more 
often unrewarded and imposed upon 
than he. 

For fifteen hundred years, doctors, 
like actors, poets 



of belief," said St 
Just as Mrs. Eddy 
is eddy-fying the world today. 

Physicians were called sorcerers, 
magicians and atheists, and they en- 
dured all the persecutions of the here- 
tic. Why. it has only been about 
hundred and fifty years since they 
were permitted to dissect the human 
body. The reason for thit 
the exercise of curing by faith, mira- 
cles and prayer was the source of the 
greatest Income of the 
therefore It blocked all approach to 
the truth, because the truth would 
put an end to its graft. 

Finally, Vesallus, a courageous Ital- 
ian physician and founder 
Science of Anatomy, succeeded In ex- 
ploring the human body from head 
toe. He proclaimed that there was 
such thing as "a resurrection bone. 

the woman, causing the 
cleVgy to drop these two preposterous 
and cardinal doctrines of the church 
And ever since that day, Inch bj 
inch, the clergy has had to yield Iti 
humbuggery to the truth of the dis- 
coveries of i 

Today the insane are not treated as 
being possessed of devils, and cruellj 
tortured, but with love and kindness. 
The Jesuits of Vienna, in 1583, boasted 
that they had cast out 12,652 devils. 
This was in one city, remember. Think 
of the number of devils, cast out, by 

Pestilences are no longer treated by 
prayer but with disinfection and Iso- 
lation, which have practically abolish- 
ed yellow fever, 

Carbolic acid 
mate have taken the place of faith 
and Kupplicati 



and if they are honest, I have no quar- 
rel with them. 

I admit that medical science pro- 
gresses only by experimentation; that 
It is full of humbugs who tulnk more 
of the dollar than of the cure; and 
some of whom prolong the disease for 
the sake of the fee. I recognize that 
many of such faults are caused by 
economic pressure; still no class does 



ternlty; none have done so much 
■mman prolongation of life; none have 
done so much to dispel mysticisms and 
advance mankind: none have done so 
much to promote science and the prog- 
ress of the world. 

Next we come to the greatest hum 
bug of all. 

The Humbug of the Church. 

Although I have already pretty well 
portrayed this humbug In this lecture, 
still, It would take a volume to com- 
plete It. 

Religion based upon morals, science, 
truth, love and progress, is not only a 
In fact 
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beginning of all reform, 
throwing a safe guard around the 
mind of the child; protecting it from 
the mysticism of the preacher and 
priest, and training it to reason for 
itself, so that II may grow up free to 
perform its natural functions. 

No child can be started right on | 
faith, prayer, credulity and mystt 

clsm. If he turns out alright, it '» m ~ UBlc ; jU8t tt laid is proscription 
due to none of these, but to the good , ^ me<lloine . The church was In the 
in human nature, and to environment ; yer _ cn . irnl , faith healing and mlra- of 
and secular Influence. L, e business: and it wouldn' 

Snrirituallsm. Christian Science and | f ^ tnltnflll or scientific 



ttln of 80, and what conqueror 
ill tne world's broad field of faith, 
sver won such a victory? 

The dread diptherla is almost a 
hing of the past, thanks to horse 
lerum Instead of holy water. 

By the use of the clinical therrnome- 
er, test tube, stethoscope and micro- 
icope, with new discoveries 



atho 



and 



many diseases are almost mastered. 

Under the Roentgen ray. flesh be- 
comes as glass, and foreign bodies are 
discovered and removed; while the 
achievements of general surgery and 
deniisiiy are astounding. 



•ry of c 



Theosophy are all off shoots of the 
Chr'stian mysticism— all nubbins from 
the same stock. 

Spiritualism has Its "Big Injuns" 
who come and talk "heap much" non- 
sense. Christian Science well explains | 
Itself In the absurdity of its name. | 
Christianity Is a superstition, a mys- 
ticism. Science deals only in facts 
that are demonstrable In nature 
Therefore Christianity can no more 
bear a relation to science, than hon- 
esty to a horse thief. There Is about 
as much sense in the term Christian 
Science as In a torrid winter, a riot- I 



tion. It couldn't afford it. Conse- 
quently the humbuggery in medicine, 
is chiefly the transmitted humbuggery 
of the church. 

Only at medical science became 
free from ecclesiastical and mystical 
hindrances, did it bound forward and 
accomplish a work which has won the 
r. spc ct and gratitude of every lover 
of progress, truth and health. 

Today physicians are more open to 
knowledge and less susceptible "to 
mysticism than any other professional 
class. I don't deny that the practice 
of medicine is faulty. It baa spent 



knife, there shall be no more pain. 

"If the United States had done noth- 
ing else but discover chloroform.' 
said a great British scientist, "It 
would deserve the lasting praiBC and 
gratitude of the universe." Still, even 
in the nineteenth century, chloroform 
and cocaine were declared to be works 
devil by those breeders of all 
HUT, the ecclesiastics anil 
faith healers. If there has ever been 
a set of people, who as a class, have 
l,< en afflicted with chronic constipa- 
tion of the intellect, It has certainly 
been these. 

I have given these few. of the many 
ac.levementB of medical science, that 
they may stand out in bold contrast 
wlfb the achievements of mysticism 
and faith. 

As to adveitis rs. quacks and incom- 
petents. I admit them by the thousand 
As to advertisers. I want to be fair, 
and will say that I believe that some] 



prayer and superstition, is not a good 
thing, but, in Its very nature, is a hum- 
bug. 

Now, is there anything In all the 
world bo strange, as that two-thirds 
of all human energy, physical and in 
tellectual, has been expended In per 
petuating the Christian superstition? 

One of the principle reasons that so 
many people adhere to the Christian 
church is because they are Ignorant 
of Its Inception into the government 
of man. They know nothing of the 
Council of Nice, and the manner In 
which the Bible was compiled, and of 



One of the greatest humbugs 
church is Its missionary 
In which Protestant and 




years ago. At the present rate ol 
heathen increase and Christian conva 
Bion, when will every tongue confess, 
and every knee bow? The chief hum- 
buggery, however consists in trying to 
tit the heathen for a social equal 
Paradise, and refusing to mix with 
him here. 

Missionaries. Just now, are cai 
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tionary outbreaks among heathen na- 
tions. The only good thing about mis 
tionary work so far as I can see, is 
t..at It Is the means of getting a lot 
of cranks and fanatics out of this 
country. 

I haven't time to go Into the hum 
buggery of salvation, damnation, thi 
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They are Ignorant of how Constantlne 
and his successors forced the Chris- 
tian faith and the Bible on the world 
at the point of the sword, butchering 
millions. They do not understand how 
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land monopolists of the earth, and how 
it has been silent partner in all their 

The reason mankind has been blind 
to all these, is due to the wondei 
faith, fear and obedience practiced o 
the mind of the child. These have 
been so thoroughly instilled into the 
human mind that they are as heredt 
tary as red hair, or the roman nose, or 
the complexion, or any racial type. 
There Is no other humbuggery In the 
world so strongly arrayed against 
right reasoning. 
Why, Just think of\ It! Christians 
fa 
Th. 

was a ghost ; and here Is one of the 
strangest phases of human credulity 
and Intellectual Inconsistency In all 
this world. There Is not one man 
among the millions who believe that 
this event took place In Joseph's 
lly, who could be made to believe for 



mas. dreams, fictions and fall 
which the church haH 
hani-hoor.ling the whole 
only notice further the humbuggery 
of revivals. 

You all have all heard of "waves of 
religion'" sweeping over the country. 
That Is one of its peculiarities, 
goes in waves. You never heard 
wave of intelligence or common sense 
sweeping the country, did you 

The country cculd not be happy with 
out these humbugs of religion, 
dlocre preacher falls to make any hit 
in the pulpit, by doing badly what 
others do well. 

He turns to sensationalism 
lief. He preaches blood and Are and 
hurls damnation around him In solid 
chin ks like brick bats. He shrieks 
silly lies; perverts facts to suit his 
own ends; prances, froths, howls, 
stamps and whacks his pulpit till the 
top splits. \othlng is too 
gant or dishonest for utterance. It is 
all rant, noise, nonsense, but it stuns 
tiie gulls, and they swear by it as 
heaven born eloquence. 

The country is speckled all ove' 
with these baboons of bigotry win 



They believe all the miracles that 
Jesus is said to have performed. They 
believe that he raised the dead even 
after peutrefactlon had set In. They 
believe he fed a multitude on two 
loaves and three fishes; that he cured 
by driving 
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whatever else you will, but remember 
always that their name is Humbug. 
The Political Humbug. 
Lincoln declared that, "Politics, as 
a trade, finds most, and leaves all dis- 
honest." Some one else has said, 
Party is the madness of many for 
gain of a few." 

Ince parties seem to bo a necessity, 
them, we will have 
llitlcs: therefore every man ought 
to bC a iMditiclan. if !je wouldn't be 
humbugged. It must be plain to all 
'hit there is as much human deceit 
bigotry and credulity In politics as la 
religion. Millions likewise boast that 
they never change. They cant be 
changed. 

Politics, as well as religion, <Ui 
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staunch Republican, he won't believe, 
nor does he want to hear anything re- 
flecting on his party-the same with 
the Democrat, no matter if his party 
be as rotten as Denmark. 



dust from the road, mixed 
It with a little divine saliva, rubbed 
it on a man's eyes, and cured him of 
blindness, and all this holy humbug- 
gery iB the foundation of the spiritual 
stianlty and faith healing of to- 
; not only of these, but It Is largely 
cause of the hypocrisy and servil- 
ity, and prostitution of the Intelligence 
of today. 

itatlons of this holy humbug 
all around us. We observe 
governors of states appointing days of 
prayer, to persuade God to end a 
drouth; and also a day of thanks to 
>r of all. omitting 
is, earthquakes, 
fires famines, pestilences, sorrows, 
griefs, headaches and losses, which in 
s kind Providence, he bo graciously 

We observe the church encroaching 
upon the state in every way It can. 
and in defiance of the constitution. It 
has Its salaried chaplains In legislative 
bodies, and In the army and navy. It 
evades taxation, and is the greatest 
privileged institution In the 
country; yet It poses as the exponent 
Justice, truth, honor and good citl- 
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church and rel 
enough to hear other religions de- 
nounced. The Methodist and Presby- 
terian don't want the truth told about 
their churches; but It is alright to 
give the Cat.iolic and the Jew hell. 

Why Is this phase of bigotry and 
prejudice so universal In mankind, for 
certainly men naturally incline to in- 
vestigation rnd trut.i. It is chiefly 
due, I say, to the misdirection of the 
mind of the child in the start. 

There is this difference between a 
politician and a statesman— the poli- 
tician thlnkB of the next election; the 
statesman thinks Of the next genera- 
tion. If there is a country in the 
world, at the present time, that has a 
poverty of statesmen, it Is the United 
States. 

The one great aim seems to be to 
control elections and poriietuate pluto 
crats In power. The popular vote 
determines nothing. It Is all a hum- 
bug. Money makes masters. Even 
election Is bought. The vote of the 
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Forty years ago, the ground on 
which the First Presbyterian church 
its down on Fourth street, was 
worth about 12.000. A fifty thousand 
building was erected on It. It has 
done nothing to enhance Its value. 

ents 



this ground worth today a half mil 
Not one cent of taxes have ever been 
paid on it. Over three billion dollars 
worth of such property in this country 
untaxed; and still somehow, the 
church manages to keep the majority 
of people humbugged Into the belief, 
that It Is the soul or Justice and sin- 
cerity, and the only good to the con- 
sciences of men. 

Why. the very first step toward 
able and conscientious 1 honesty is to pay your own way— to 
men. and often give the money's I be B quare with your fellow man. 



We see both parlies going after the 
Onetto and the Negro We see parties 
buying up the Catholic church and the 
Methodist church, and we see great 
corporations buying up both parties 
Still the gulls are proud of their 
parties. Still they remain dyed-in-tlie 
wool Democrats, and uncompromising, 
unswerving Republicans. 

At the last election In New York 
Hear.si was defeated by a proclaim) 
tlon from Dick Crooner, the ex-boss 
and Tammany thief. The mere opin- 
ion of this public plunderer, turned 
the heads of thousands. Crocker, In 
accounting for Hiarst's defeat, said 
•Cod did It; " which if true, shows 
that even (iod Almighty csn be 
ed. for he defeated the best I 
Could there he any batter evld 
than this to show now easily men 
humbugged, and how thick 
gulls roost? 



Labor parties are among the worst 
of the humbugged. They howl about 
not having any representation In Con- 
gress, then when the opportunity come 
to them to vote for a labor candidate, 
i BO) won t d0 H - There's plenty of 



formers need reforming. There's 
plenty of humbug too in all shades of 
Liberalism. Liberals are not always 
liberal. The hiiinbuggery In munici- 
pal government has been so thorough- 
ly discussed of late, that I will not 
attempt it here. Suffice It to say, that 
the p-ofessors of religion and morals, 
and the arbiters of respectability In 
society, for years, nave sustained and 
supported in Onega in this Bity, a gar.g 
i.f public plunderers, whom they would 
not invite into their own homes, or be 
seen with up a dark alley. 

Summary. 
I.i i It be understood that In present- 
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show, by strong contrast and in plain 
■peach, i phase of human nature which 

is universal, and w.ilch Is not taken 
into account as much as it should be. 
I see the good in the law. press, an. 
drama, medicine, religion and In all 
things. 

Men's beliefs and creeds seldom 
make thOB good. Men are good be- 
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lent. What 1 have aimed to 
that credulity and humbug 
e such a dominating influence, 
t.ie great affairs of life, that 
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the Lord, which may occur the next 
year, or In lft.000 years. The same 
tints between drinks would create a 
beautiful thirst. Even Stanley How- 
die, tiie distinguished young gentle- 
man who spoke at your last meeting, 
has written a pamphlet. In which he 
proves to his own satisfaction mat the 
only solution to all these human diffi- 
culties is the "second coming of the 

Oh, Lord! Oh Lord! 

T.e statesman says: "Reaps Bl Un- 
law and maintain order." The social- 
ist, single taxer. prohibit lonist and 
other small party folks, have their 
well known views. 

My opinion is that there Is no 
emedy. Credulity is a fixed principle 
In human nature; and nature is not 
In the habit of changing her principles 
to accommodate any creed, society or 
person. 

The best that can be done Is only to 
modify conditions. We can only ad- 
vance along any line, little by little. 
Each step forward, makes t.ie next 
more easy. Evolute and revolute is 
nature's way and there 1b no other. 
The world advaiic. I l nly by Intellec- 
tual fighting and physical fighting. 

Educationally, 1 would propose Intro- 
ducing In the school curriculum the 
study of economics and politics. If 
•he boy is not trained in politics he is 
not qualified to enter politics. A rea- 
son for It should accompany every 
man's vote. Nearly every boy Joins 
the church his father belongs to, and 
votes as his father votes, and most 
men go on all through a long life with 
no better reason for casting their bal- 
lots. This is why the gulls are so 
thick. 

Introduce the study of political 
methods In the sc.iools, and qualify 
youth for the ballot. Every voter In 
opinion, should be a politician; 
a, politician not being able to hum- 
politician, would find more profit 
honesty. Each being on to the 
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t fool each 

adopted will transform the World. BtM 
abQVa nil. I propose Ikat the state 
shall take charge of the minds of the 
child— that It shall be taken out <d 
.and* of the preacher and nrli ■( I 
its education shall be based on 
« and science; that It shall be 
sd in right reasoning, right from 
tart, and that the indelible seal . t 
wonder, fear, falsehood, myth, miracle 
and moonshine shall not 1» "tamped 
„i the Infant brain, 
would also propose a reformat Ion 

t.ie clergy, ami Ike bnmnnlsini of 
riatlanity. The slergi aa a mie 

. pood, ab'e and consclent ions men. 
I the] are worth saving. -Ml tb*( 

it Is in their brains, and they can t 
p that. 

f every church was like Ibis church, 
open and free to all discussion; 
If every preachei 
of this church, hospitable to all 
thought, the greatest step forward In 
the world, that I can imagine, would 
lie taken. Not because Co- people of 
this church arc better morally than 
the people of other churches: not he- 
cause lis pastor is bette- than other 
clergymen; but because the church Is 
free; und its pastor is free; and 
Freedom is Everything 
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